
The trip includes:

Fieldwork experience to enhance your study during your GCSE’s.
Visits to Studland Bay, Durdle Door and Swanage Bay.
All food, accommodation and travel is included for £460 per student.
The trip offers a fantastic opportunity to spend time away from home and make lifetime memories with your friends.

Email: info@ossma.co.uk 
Web: www.ormistonsirstanleymatthewsacademy.co.uk

Follow us on 
@ossmastoke

09/10/26

DIARY DATESDIARY DATES

Kelly Hassall
Principal

Fri 23 Oct
Last day of term

Mon 2 Nov
Academy open to staff and 
students

Mon 2 Nov - Fri 13 Dec 
Year 11 Mock Exams

Wed 18 Nov
Year 8 Parents Evening

Wed 16 Dec
Year 11 Mock Results Day

Fri 18 Dec
Last day of term

It has been a fantastic start to the new academic year at OSSMA, and it 
has been wonderful to welcome our students back to the academy. 
 
Our Year 7 students have made an amazing start. They have settled into 
academy life incredibly well, showing confidence, enthusiasm and a real 
willingness to embrace all that OSSMA has to offer. It has been fantastic 
to see them finding their way around the academy, making new friends 
and becoming an important part of our school community. 
 
We would also like to extend a very warm welcome to our new Head 
Girl, Layla Jai Till and Head Boy, Oliver Williams who have taken on 
these important leadership roles with enthusiasm and commitment. 
They are excellent role models for our whole school community, and we 
are incredibly proud of them. 
 
We have also been impressed with our Year 11 students. They have 
made a really positive start to their final year, demonstrating maturity, 
focus and a clear determination to achieve their very best. We know 
this is an important year for them, and our staff are committed to pro-
viding the support, challenge and encouragement they need to make it 
a successful one. 
 
It was also wonderful to see so many families attend our Open Evenings 
recently. The fantastic turnout was a real reflection of the strength of our academy community and the 
interest in what OSSMA has to offer. I would like to thank all of the staff and students who worked so hard 
to make these events such a success. Our students were, as always, fantastic ambassadors for the academy, 
showcasing their enthusiasm, confidence and pride in OSSMA. 
 
Thank you, as always, to our parents and carers for your continued support. Working together, we can en-
sure that every student has the opportunity to thrive and achieve their very best.I wish everyone a happy, 
successful and positive term ahead.



NEWS

YEAR 6 OPEN EVENINGYEAR 6 OPEN EVENING
A huge thank you to all the parents and prospective students who joined us for our Open Evening. It was wonderful to 
welcome so many families into OSSMA and showcase everything our academy has to offer. 
 
We are incredibly proud of our amazing students, dedicated staff and supportive academy community, and we love the 
opportunity to share what makes OSSMA such a fantastic place to learn, grow and succeed. 
 
Dont forget to submit applications for siblings of current students by Saturday 31st October.



NEWS

Our Year 10 GCSE Drama students recently participated in an engaging and thought-provoking workshop with Loud-
mouth Education and Theatre Company. Students watched the company perform an original piece devised around a 
sensitive and challenging topic, before exploring the creative process behind its development. The performers then 
shared valuable insights into their approach to devising, allowing students to gain a deeper understanding of how 
ideas can be developed into meaningful and impactful theatrical performances.

Students were given the opportunity to practically explore the company’s devising methods through a range of dra-
ma activities, developing their skills in collaboration, creativity, characterisation and the communication of challeng-

DRAMA WORKSHOPDRAMA WORKSHOP

ing themes. The skills and techniques gained 
throughout the workshop will support students 
as they begin working towards their first GCSE 
Drama component, particularly as they develop 
and refine their own devised performances.

Students commented positively on how ef-
fectively the actors handled such a sensitive 
topic with care and professionalism. They also 
highlighted how the discussion and practical 
activities had provided them with new insights 
into the devising process and encouraged them 
to think more creatively about how challenging 
themes can be explored through drama.

AMAZING ATTENDANCEAMAZING ATTENDANCE
What an amazing start we've had for the new academic year. Our Year 7 students have been absolute stars, embracing 
secondary school life with smiles and extremely good manners! Definitely a cohort that we will remember for all the 
right reasons!  

Despite the academy being hit with both a sickness bug and a flu virus 
mid-September our attendance has still improved on last year, so thank you to 
the students whose resilience has shone through whilst not feeling their best...
sometimes it is mind over matter.  Also thank you to the parents and carers 
who put their child's attendance to school as a priority.  We do understand 
sometimes students are too poorly to attend school and if that is the case, 
please accept this polite reminder it is parents and carers responsibility to let 
us know of their absence on a daily basis.   

Attendance and punctuality is now a whole school focus and a regular topic 
of conversation in forms, assemblies and 1:1 chats with students. We have 
weekly focused time in the forms each week, where students learn how good 
attendance and good punctuality is important in life after education. Please be 
reminded that students should be on their respective yards by 8.35am in read-
iness to move into forms by 8.40am.  Arrival after 8.40am is classed as being 
late to the Academy, and this may result in an after-school detention.

Sadly for us, at the end of September, we said goodbye to Mrs Sanders, our 
Attendance Administrator, who has made the decision to retire from the Acad-
emy after 23 years of dedication to not only the Academy and the students but 
the community of Blurton as well.  We are going to miss her so much, but this 
is well deserved and we hope she enjoys every minute of it.
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Friday

Football (3G) Football (3G)

Creative Writing Club (Mr J Smith 
F58 - Y8-11)

Badminton Fitness Suite

Reading Club (Mrs George LRC - All 
Years)

Badminton (Sports Hall)

Basketball

Football (3G) Football (3G)

Tennis

Football (3G)

Table Tennis

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Please speak to the member of staff running the club for further information

Cricket (Sports Hall)

Tennis (Sports Hall)
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Badminton (Sports Hall) Badminton (Sports Hall) Badminton (Sports Hall) Badminton (Sports Hall)

Chess Club (Miss Prince F57 - Y8-11) Coffee & Cake Club (Miss Tweats 
G19 - Y8-11)

SCFC Football (All genders) Netball (Sports Hall) SCFC Multisports (3G/Sports Hall) Badminton (Sports Hall)

Shrek Jr The Musical (Mrs 
Parkes/Jenkins - Theatre - Invitation 

Only)

Dance Club (Mrs Parkes -Dance 
Studio Y7-11)

Volleyball (Sports Hall) Warhammer Club (Mr Aouane-Willis 
G71 - All Years

Star Trek Watch Club (Mr J Smith - F58 - 
All Years)

Shrek Jr The Musical (Mrs 
Parkes/Jenkins - Theatre - Invitation 

Only)

NEWS

Recently our Year 9 netball team participated in the U14 Netball Festival. Considering some have never 
played in a competitive match before, they were brilliant. With 2 wins, 2 draws and 2 losses, they managed 
to come runners up overall in their group. So proud of them all for stepping up to the challenge!

Well done to Jaime O'R, Audrey B, Amelia K, Faith R, Maizie M, Daisy C, Bella D, Lacie-Mae S, Ebony W and 
Shekeinah P. And finally, our top cheerleader Lyla B (out with an injury). 

Our Year 10 netball team also travelled to the U16 Netball Festival. They were absolutely incredible! They 
only lost 1 match all night (5-4 to a team full of y11 players) and they fought their socks off and placed 2nd 
overall in their group. Well done to Roqaya A, Livia D, Grace W, Robyn A, Losana B, Leedz M, Annabelle W, 
Abi B and Katie S.

Finally our students represented the academy at Cross Country. In Year 7 it was Rocky P, Bobby P (came 3rd 
overall in age group), Roberts M, Noah SH and Henry R (came 13th overall in age group).

In Year 8 and 9 there was Harvey M (8) (came 14th overall in age group which included Y9s), Hasnaat M (9), 
Caleb-Julian B (8) and Jack B (8)

And Year 10 and 11 it was Will K and Tom S. An amazing turnout!

SPORTING SUCCESSESSPORTING SUCCESSES
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As our Year 11 students prepare for their upcoming mock examinations, we would like to wish them the very best of luck 
and remind them that these exams are an important opportunity to demonstrate the progress they have made so far. 
 
Mock exams are designed to help students experience the examination process, identify areas for improvement and 
build confidence ahead of their final examinations. They are also an excellent opportunity for students to see which revi-
sion strategies work best for them and where they may need to focus their efforts. The timetable can be accesssed here 
 
We encourage all of our Year 11 students to make the most of the time available to them by: 
  Creating a realistic revision timetable and sticking to it. 
  Using a range of revision techniques, including flashcards, mind maps, quizzes and practice questions. 
  Completing past papers to become familiar with examination questions and timings. 
  Identifying areas they find challenging and asking their teachers for support. 
  Planning ahead and avoiding leaving revision until the last minute. 
  Getting plenty of sleep, eating well and taking regular breaks to support their wellbeing.
  Believing in themselves and remembering that every small step towards their goals makes a difference. 
 
We would also like to remind parents and carers that your support at home can make a huge difference. Helping your 
child establish a quiet space for revision, encouraging a healthy routine and simply asking how they are feeling can pro-
vide valuable reassurance during what can be a stressful time. 
 
Year 11, we are incredibly proud of you and all that you have achieved so far. These mock examinations are another 
important step on your journey towards your GCSEs. Approach them with confidence, work hard and, most importantly, 
believe in what you can achieve. 
 
Good luck, Year 11! We are behind you every step of the way!

PREPARING FOR MOCK EXAMSPREPARING FOR MOCK EXAMS

https://ormistonsirstanleymatthewsacademy.co.uk/for-students/year-11-revision
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