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The Standard Age Score (SAS) is the most important 
piece of information derived from NGRT Digital. The 
SAS is based on the student’s raw score which has 
been adjusted for age and placed on a scale that 
makes a comparison with a nationally representative 
sample of same age across the UK. The average 
score is 100. The SAS is key to benchmarking and 
tracking progress and is the fairest way to compare the 
performance of different students within a year group or 
across year groups.

The Stanine places the 
student’s score on a scale of 
1 (low) to 9 (high) and offers 
a broad overview of his or her 
performance.

The Group Rank (GR) shows how each 
student has performed in comparison to 
those in the defined group. The symbol = 
represents joint ranking with one or more 
other students.

The Reading Ability Scale is a 
development scale and can be used to 
monitor a student’s reading ability or 
development over time. The values on 
the scale are 0 to 560 – a higher scale 
score represents a higher reading ability 
level. The reading ability of a student 
aged 6 years is around 200; for age 9 
years it is around 300; and for age 16 it 
is around 400.

The National Percentile Rank (NPR) relates to 
the SAS and indicates the percenage of students 
obtaining any particular score. NPR of 50 is 
average. NPR of 5 means that the student’s score 
is within the lowest 5% of the sample; NPR of 95 
means that the student’s score is within the highest 
5% of the sample.

A student’s score is only an estimate of their 
ability on any one occasion as performance 
can be affected by a number of factors. The dot 
represents the student's SAS and the horizontal 
line represents the confidence bands. The 
yellow shaded area shows the average score 
range.

The reading age (or age 
equivalent score) is the 
age at which a score is 
most likely to be achieved 
based on the national 
sample.

To allow for an easy comparison 
between a student’s ability in
Sentence Completion and Passage 
Comprehension, a Stanine score is given 
for both parts of NGRT Digital.
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In the first graph the grey line indicates the ability 
the student demonstrates at the end of the Sentence 
Completion section and in the second graph for both 
Sentence Completion and Passage Comprehension 
combined.

The Question Difficulty and the Reading Ability scale 
use the same metric (which is arbitrary and relates to
NGRT Digital only) so that a direct comparison can be 
made between the level of questions administered and the 
ability demonstrated by the student.

Questions – in Sentence Completion each student attempts 15 questions. In 
Passage Comprehension each student attempts one, two or three passages.

The pink dotted line shows the average 
ability for a student of the same age as 
the student in the report.

The dots on the graph are green for 
correct and red for incorrect or if no 
response was given.
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